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To fight with the vagaries of the nature, 

AFARM introduced the drought resilient 

climate change adaptive technologies in 

Kuranwadi village of Ambejogai block in 

Beed district. To increase the adaptation 

of technologies by the farmers, Pilot 

demonstrations   along   with 

organization of Farmers Field Schools on 

the demonstrations in Kuranwadi was 

organised.   These   frontline 

demonstrations included demonstration of CRCS practices on crops like Cotton, Soyabean, Redgram, Jowar, 

Greengram and Blackgram, etc. In all 14 farmers from the village were selected as frontline demonstration 

farmers. Ramkisan Balaji Devkate is one such farmer, who not only demonstrated the climate resilient 

technologies in his farm in the Kharif 2015, but also replicated the same in the Kharif 2016 season.

Ramkisan has the family of six members including 2 sons, two daughters-in-laws and four grand children besides 

himself and his wife. The family as a whole has four acres of agricultural land, predominantly the rainfed 

agriculture. He cultivates the crops such as Jowar, Bajara, Soyabean and Cotton. Before the kharif season of the 

year 2015, Ramkisan was practicing chemical agriculture. In the kharif season of the year 2015, MANAVLOK, a 

local implementing NGO elected some lead farmers for demonstration on different varieties of crops. Ramkisan 

Devkate was selected as one of the lead farmers for demonstration of cotton on approximately 0.75 acre of land. 

As a pre-sowing practice, Ramkisan used cow urine on the entire 0.75 acres. He used the local variety of cotton 

seed for the sowing. He did the sowing through dibbling at the distance of 60 x30 cm. While sowing the seed, 

Ramkisan also sowed the vermin compost along with the seeds. After the 15 days, when the buds came out, he did 

the spraying of urine of cow mixed with Dashaparni Arka, which he repeated for 5 to 6 times during the entire crop 

cycle. After the 20 days from sowing, Ramkrishna repeated the dose of vermin compost to the crop. This is all that 

Ramkrishna gave to the cotton crop during the whole crop cycle. Previously he used to apply chemicals fertilizers 

and pesticides amounting to about Rs.7,000/- . He says that the said cost is reduced drastically.

Last year there was a severe drought after the scanty monsoon rainfall. Ramkisan said that, during that critical 

period, the project facilitation helped in getting access to the scheme of the Agriculture Department for the Drip 

Unit. This helped Ramkisan in giving protective irrigation for sixty days for cotton crop. This water was brought 

from the well and farm pond by Ramkisan and his family members.

Ramkisan says “I could produce 7 quintals of cotton from 0.75 acres of land even during drought last year”. 

Another issue he highlights is that, there was the occurrence of white ant, which was controlled through 

Dashaparni Arka  and cow dung and more importantly there was no effect of reddening in cotton which destroys 

the crop and drastically reduces the crop production. Another important issue is that, due to application of CRCS 

practices, the cotton seeds were ripe had more weight than the previous year, and ultimately that led to increase 

in the weight of the cotton production.

Ramkisan proudly says, “I have continued the same practice this year also. I am also applying the same practice in 

the other crops I am cultivating presently; Ten to twelve people in my group have started the application of some 

of the techniques on their farms such as, use of cow urine and vermin compost”.  He expressed his gratitude 

towards AFARM and Manavlok for the timely assistance and technical help provided to him.
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Jijabai – Inspiration for Rustic Heart

This is a real story and the success drives home the point that women can raise themselves from complete 

despondency to become shining beacons, which can ignite the flame of inspiration in many a rustic heart.

Jijabai Bhosure is a woman who struggled against all odds and overcame grave difficulties to create successful life 

for herself and set an example of what women can achieve. This story set in the Bosursthal which is a Wadi of 

Kendur village wherein AFARM had implemented watershed management project over last three years. Her 

struggle started when she stood for her rights and demanded to be part in the decision making of the family. She 

realized that she needs to stand up for herself when her son in law took charge of the property that was allocated 

to her daughter. This adverse stand against her son-in-law resulted in being completely isolated by all her family 

members including her daughter. This isolation resulted total dejection, acute trauma and loss of self esteem. Even 

in this difficult situation, she was not a person who would give up on herself. The only way to counter this social 

repression was to gather all her strength and fight for herself.  

She flipped all her negativity by sheer hard work and an unswerving focused effort toward fighting injustices. She 

started cultivating on her unused land. At this point of time, she came in contact with Sunehara Kal team of AFARM 

two years before. AFARM team decided to compliment her efforts through various land based interventions for 

her livelihoods security. She was supported for land development, farm pond, drip irrigations based pomegranate 

plantation and provided technical training.   

The orchard is 2 years old, but the income started from the very first year. Cultivation of crops like green gram, 

onion, ground nuts and vegetables like fenugreek, coriander, and cluster bean as inter crop on the same piece of 

land was done and earned more than 1 lakhs. Sugarcane was cultivated in the remaining 2 acres land that added 

another1 lakh rupees to her pocket. 

This did not change the social situation in the family and she was still isolated socially by her family members but 

improvement in her financial situation gave her the confidence to continue her struggle and move forward with 

her life. She has created a new identity for herself and improved her confidence to become independent and surge 

ahead in life. 

Jijabai says,“I was an emotional wreck after facing social isolation from 

within my family. Getting appropriate guidance from AFARM, turned my 

life around and restored my self confidence. I was able to earn more from 

the single small piece of land than the income from the entire land that 

was owned by the family. I continue to work towards improving my life 

and others around me. “




